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bride's hands, when she, standing before her husband, says, " In trouble and in joy I will always cleave to thee and will never leave thee." - She then places the rice in his hands and he says similar words.
The marriages of the Madigas, or skinners and tanners, are performed in much the same way, only there is usually more spirit drinking than is the case with the Malas, and consequently there is more brawling and noise.
For the nuptial ceremonies of the non-orthodox tribes, which will now be described, I am indebted to the Government Manuals of the Nellore, Madura, and Nilgiri Districts, reference to which will afford much interesting information concerning the various tribes in question.
The marriage rite of the Yeruklas is said to be of a very simple character. These are a tribe of wandering gypsy-kind of people, whose temporary huts may be seen on the outskirts of villages throughout the country. They.are said to practise polygamy, and the marriage ceremony usually takes place on a Sunday. Various kinds of worship are performed on the previous day, but on the Sunday fixed upon, rice mixed with turmeric is poured on the heads of the couple and the mangalasutrarn is tied round the neck of the bride. This simple ceremony completes the marriage.
Amongst the Yanadies, another migratory aboriginal tribe who gain their livelihood chiefly by hunting, and making and selling mats and leaf-plates, and gathering and selling firewood and other jungle produce, the marriage seems to be based on the consent of the parties themselves. The man and woman arrange the matter between themselves, and afterwards at a gathering of friends betel is distributed, the rnangalas&tram is tied on, and the woman is taken to her husband's house.